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Dear Andi:

As you know, the Pentagon recently approved a rest and recuperation leave program for forces in
Iraq serving 12-month deployments. As I’m sure you can understand, many of our brave men
and women will take this 15-day leave opportunity to visit loved ones stateside. However, it is
my understanding that our soldiers are encountering difficulties in finding reasonable airfares to
North Dakota from the destinations to which the military is transporting them, specifically
Atlanta, Baltimore, Dallas, or Los Angeles.

In fact, I have already heard from one of my North Dakota constituents whose daughter was
fortunate enough to receive one of the initial slots for this leave program. He is now concerned
that his daughter will have trouble securing reasonable air fare to come back home and visit her
family.

I urge your every consideration to take into account the situation faced by our brave men and
women serving in Iraq and to institute some type of special fare. Our troops are risking their
lives on our behalf and facing extended separation from loved ones in the process. The least we
can do is to allow them the opportunity to visit these loved ones in a cost-effective manner.

Again, Andi, thank you for your attention to this important issue.
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